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Instructional Focus-i Li t er acy o0

The term literacy relates to both reading and writing and suggests the simultaneous development and
mutually reinforcing effects of these two aspects of communication.
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The Edmonton Public Schools District Priorities are the bedrock on which we build a sound educa-
tional plan. The priorities are:

+ To ensure every student is successful in their program of studies, with an emphasis on literacy
and numeracy.

+ Tonstill in each student the attributes of citizenship and good character in a learning environ-
ment that promotes health, weking and positive relationships.

+ To provide a collaborative, healthy and innovative workplace that recognizes individual contribu-
tions and supports opportunities for growth and professional development.

The 20162011 school year is the third year of a thyear school plan. March is a time to begin
gathering information from students, staff and
School Council meeting, | will be seeking input from parents. Please take time to fill out the insert
entitled York Academic School Planning 262011.0n this document is a space to write questions

you may have about the next school year. York will remain the site for the Challenge Program on the
north side of the city.

Progress reports are just around the corner. On Maftfr@4 5:307:30 p.m., celebrate the learn-

ing that has taken place by attending the student led conferences which will take place at our Open
House. The students will have much to share about their educational journey! If you would like to
schedule a private conference with your <chil do
time.

\ Please consider attending the Annual Literacy and Learning Day on Attril(4&€e
brochure) The next School Council meeting is on Wednesday, Mattat®30 p.m. and is fol-
lowed by the York Parent Advisory Association meeting.

It takes a whole village to raise a child.

In Partnership,
Elizabeth NorrisKkartz

Bright futures
% EDMONTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS begin here



Y

ork School Council/York Parent Advisory Association (YSC/YPAA)

Please come to our meeting on Wednesday, March 17 at 6:30 p.m. in the Music Room. If you
require babysitting, please let the office know by March 15.

I I epa B Immunization

Grade 5 students will be getting their 3rd dose of HEP B shots on Friday morning,

March 12, 2010.

Qen House and Celebration of Learning

Please attend Open House and Celebration of Learning on March 24, 2010. Your child will be

thrilled to share their learning with you. Families new to the school are welcome to attend this
evening.

K indergarten Registration

Registration

We are now accepting registrations for the 20001 school year. Your child must be at least four
years six months of age as of September 1, 2010.

Pl ease bring a copy of your childés birth certif
Open House

A Kindergarten Open House for families new to the school will be held on April 22 from 6:00
7:00 p.m.

Kindergarten Orientation

New kindergarten students will attend school on May 7 from-2:00 p.m.




Spanish Spot March 2010

jHola a todos!l was recently part of a professional development day for teachers of Second Lan-
guages.We had an extremely inspiring motivational speaker named Danielle Peers, Paralympian
medalist and World Champion basketball athleghe is a very successful and positive young
woman who is a product of French Immersion and has continued to learn other languages such as
American Sign, Spanish and Japanese. The most interesting thing she shared with us was that it
was not hesuccesses language learning that increased her desire to continue in her efforts to
speak other languages but rather dq@od attitude, hereffort andeven her failures and silly mo-

ments She found that learning the basics of another language opened doors of friendship and con-
nections to the people around her as well as breaking down barriers between people groups. She
told us thakeven a greetinghared in the other language showed respect and had the same effect as
an honest compliment!

Another impacting session | attended shared the results of a study that has concluded that learning
a second language increases the ability to learn irirstirlanguage. The scores of second lan-
guage learners in their grade nine PATs were significdnglger in terms ofimprovemenbver

the years compared to those who did not learn a second langivegelso discussed the benefits

of continuing to speak our native languages in our hor@é®n, parents of students who are from

other countries feel the need to speak to their children in English when actually it is to their benefit
to continue to speak to their children in their native tongues.

| hope you will join us for our Open House in March, as there will be student work displayed and
a special performance in our gymnasium!

unior High Open House Dates

Nellie McClung (Bannerman) March 3, 2010 6:30- 8:30 p.m.
Rosslyn Junior High March 10, 2010 6:30- 8:00 p.m.
6:30- 7:00 p.m. Mandarin
PreAdvance Placement
Information Session
Steele Heights Junior High March 23, 2010 6:30- 8:00 p.m.
March 16, 2010 7:00 p.m.- Parent Information
Evening for Challenge Program in the

library
Balwin Junior High March 24, 2010 6:30- 8:30 p.m.
John D. Bracco Junior High March 25, 2010 6:30 p.m. Open House

PreAdvance Placement Classes

Spanish/French as a Second Language
Ecole Dickinsfield Junior High March 23, 2010 6:00- 8:30 p.m.

6:30 p.m. Late French

Immersion Information Session

Late French ImmersionLate French Immersion is open to all students, beginning in Grade 7 and
continuing through Grade 12. The program offers students the opportunity to take on new aca-
demic challenges, build confidence and stand out in a crowd. To learn more, attend Ecole Dick-
insfield Junior Highdés I nformation Session on
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